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October 2011

To:  IGNITE, Monika Salvage, Chair

From:  Mayor Mike Quill

Re:  information pertaining to IGNITE’s community election survey

Dear Ms. Salvage and the members of IGNITE


I would first like to thank you and all members of IGNITE for all of your efforts to draw people’s interest to the local elections for city hall.  I truly believe that people need to be involved with their local government and when they are we have a better government.  In particular your efforts to support younger citizen participation is vital to the process.  We are having a better campaign season due to your efforts.


Below are my goals and ideas for a second term as Mayor as they pertain to the IGNITE community election survey.


Thank you again for all of your efforts.

1 & 2)    Economic development and tourism

The overall goal that I have for Auburn is to maintain our status as the best small city to live & raise a family.  It just happened that the Forbes magazine list naming Auburn as the best small city to live in the northeast U.S. came out while I was Mayor but this recognition is due to the work of many people.  We can all be proud of this recognition.  The reason I am running for a second term is to work to maintain this positive definition of our city of Auburn for the next four years.  Here is a list of economic development priorities I have for a second term:

· Enthusiastically support the efforts to establish the Finger Lakes Musical Theatre Festival in Auburn.  During my first term I have supported all of the decisions that the city needed to make to move this project forward including the establishment of the new community college theater downtown at the old Kalet building site on State St.
· Continue efforts to rejuvenate & revitalize downtown.  Our city economic development office will prioritize bringing new small business ventures to our downtown, especially those that will complement the new theater festival.

· Work to enhance our tourism based economy.  I will continue to support all of the great work of our local tourism effort administered by the city’s historic and Cultural sites Commission.  Especially their History’s Hometown campaign and the Founder’s Day celebrations.

· Work with City & County economic development efforts to develop retail & manufacturing sites within the city, as well as, the greater Auburn area.  As Mayor, I understand that I must contribute as a member of the overall economic development team in Auburn and Cayuga County.  This is one area that I differ greatly with my opponent who thinks he can do it all alone.  I will continue to support the work of the Cayuga Economic Development Agency which is coordinating city and county economic development efforts.

· I support the development of a waterfront trail on the Owasco River.  We recently voted to move this project forward.  It will be essential that we solicit public input from all parties that are going to be involved with this.

 

3)  City oversight and management, city/county efficiency
· With the assistance of a local citizen search committee we recruited and hired the new city manager Doug Selby.  Mr. Selby was hired with unanimous support of the current City Council.  Our new city manager is invested in Auburn & is willing to make a long-term commitment to the Auburn community.  I look forward to being able to work with the new city manager during my second term.  Mr. Selby has experience with the logistics of the Council/Manager form of government that our city operates by.  He brings to us a great background of experience that will allow us to quickly address current city budget issues.  He has experience with water and sewer projects that will help us address our needs with that vital city infrastructure.

· We also have to deal with the new property tax cap that the state of New York passed this year.   While this seems like a great concept, the state has not provided any state mandate relief to assist local governments.  I actively participate with the New York Council of Mayors specifically so the state can get a better understanding of the issues being faced by our upstate cities.  The Council of Mayors is a network that lobbies for change in Albany. Bringing team work to city hall.

· For the past few years we have been studying the possibility of forming a regional water and sewer authority so that the city, the surrounding towns and the county can more efficiently manage these vital infrastucture systems.  This process is moving along and will have my attention and participation during a second term.

· I will continue to support the work and participate with the Cayuga Economic Development Agency which is coordinating city and county economic development efforts.

· I have also worked during my first term to establish a teamwork environment in city hall & with the city council for a better Auburn.  I believe local government should be accessible to its people.  During my first term I held many town hall meetings & will continue this during second term.  I will work to continue to establish strong relationships with County and suburban municipalities.  I also want local citizens to participate in city decision making, during my first term we re-established the city’s Neighborhood & Housing Commission, as well as, the Parks & recreation Commission.  I believe we have better government when local citizens have a say in how their government works.
