Dear Voters,

Below you will find my position on the top three issues raised by the young voters of the county.  I kindly ask for your support this November 8th.  

Economic development

It’s quite clear that this community needs to focus attention on bringing jobs back to the area.  Both blue and white collar jobs can be increased but there needs to be some incentives to attract businesses.  One promising attribute is the lower cost structure in the Central New York area that can attract investors and business owners alike.   In addition, if the tax base in the county is lowered, businesses will be more likely to not only move into the area but also to stay.  With such incentives, we can create new jobs and highlight those that exist today as well.    

Protection of drinking water

Certain practices, such as hydro-fracturing, that are potentially dangerous to the drinking water in this region should be continually approached with caution until more is known about the practice.  However, if discoveries and evidence reveal that hydro-fracturing are found to ensure the drinking water is safe to consumers then I think we should adopt such advancements.  Furthermore, these practices can benefit our local economy alike.      

Education

My perception of the excitement about continuing education among high school students is that it has decreased in the recent past.  I believe that we have a responsibility to communicate more options to our high school students and even those younger students about creating a future for themselves.  It is important for students to learn that although college is certainly a viable option, so are trade schools and skilled labor for those interested.  Higher education and skills such as plumbing and electrical are important alike and offer different possibilities for our young adults. Public service positions such as police officers and firefighters should be communicated as options as well.         

Sincerely,

Dom Basile

